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The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language defines character as

“moral or ethical strength” (“Character,” def). This is a simple, one-dimensional
definition for a very complex, three-dimensional group of traits. The Tuscaloosa
Character Council, through identification of 49 character qualities, offers a
comprehensive picture of the active and vital elements of character necessary for success.
While each quality is essential, the concept of compassion recently came alive for me in a
most unexpected way.

After reading an interesting article, The Moral Character of the Monkey, written
by Reverpnd W. Jones in 1846, I was saddened to learn he used monkeys to demonstrate
lack of character, describing them as, “beasts of no principle; for they have every evil
quality, and not one good one. They are like the worst of the human species” (Jones, 9:
626). As I began researching primate behavior, I discovered the opportunity to volunteer
with Earthwatch Institute, helping research scientists track monkeys through the forest in
order to collect data and determine how human encroachment of their habitat has affected
them. My belief is that no one can do everything, but we all must do something to help
our planet, and this seemed the perfect way for to mesh my interest in primates with my
desire to make a positive difference in the world.

While observing capuchins and howler monkeys in Curw’, deep in the Costa
Rican Rainforest, I was disappointed to discover that much of what Reverend Jones wrote
about monkeys proved to be true. The monkeys around our campsite showed no
hesitation or guilt as they repeatedly walked into our campsite and boldly stole our food.
They playfully climbed to the treetops and threw sticks at me just to watch my reaction.

At other times, they carefully sneaked up behind our dog, pulled his tail, and then ran to






